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Editors: Contributors' Notes

Contributors’ Notes
Jonathan Barnes was raised in Kissimmee, FL and grew up racing and
cruising on sailboats throughout the Caribbean. He has a BA in graphic
design from University of Central Florida and is an MFA
in
ceramics at The University of Mississippi. He
ceramics in Shigaraki
Japan and is a past instructor of beginning ceramics at The University of
Mississippi

Andrew Blanchard was raised on the Mississippi Gulf Coast and currently
resides in Chicago, IL. He has a BFA from The University of
Mississippi and an MFA in printmaking from The University of Mississippi.
He worked as printer at Al Atelier, Paris France and is a past instructor of
printmaking at The University of Mississippi. His work is in national and
international collections.

Ashley Chavis, originally from Savannah, GA, currently lives in Oxford, MS.
She is a graduate of Armstrong Atlantic State University in Savannah, GA and
an MFA candidate in Ceramics at The University of Mississippi. She teaches
beginning ceramics at The University of Mississippi. Ashley’s work was
selected to the tenth annual national juried
exhibition, Craftforms 2004, in Wayne, Pennsylvania.
Virginia Rougon Chavis was born in Baton Rouge, LA and currently resides
in Oxford, MS. She is Assistant Professor of Art-Graphic Design, The
University of Mississippi. She has an MFA from Savannah College of Art and
Design. Her specialties include typography, web design, and digital
Currently,tion. She works asLutheran
a freelance designer at the regional, national and
international levels.

Mark David Cohen was born in 1956. For the first 46 years of his life, he
was affiliated with Reform Judaism, and spent many of those years studying
and practicing Judaism intensively. Then he was a Christian for five short
months, and was baptized in a
church in Wisconsin in November of
2002.
he holds to a dualistic theology, and right now, is holding
to it without anyone to share his beliefs with.
He had my first psychotic break in January of 1981. His official
diagnosis is shizoaffictive-biploar. In January of 1983, he started talcing his
medication daily and seeing a therapist weekly, and has tried hard to seem as
“unpsychotic” as possible to the outside world, no matter what demons are
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raging in his head (and they don’t rage that often).
He has been doing creative writing since ninth grade, and has been
writing fiction seriously since 1993. He wrote the first draft of Kosher
Ping-Pong” in 1997.
Reform Judaism still holds 95% of his heart, even though he no longer
believes in its theology nor practices the religion.

Ron L. Cooper is a
Carolina native whose writing has appeared mostly
in philosophical journals. He teaches at Central Florida Community College
and has just completed his first novel.
Kurtis Davidson is the penname of Kurt Jose Ayau and David Rachels, who
teach at the Virginia Military Institute in Lexington, Virginia. Their first
collaborative novel, What the Shadow Told Me, was published this spring by
Eastern Washington University Press.

Amy Evans was born in Long Beach, CA and currently resides in Oxford,
MS. She has a BFA from Maryland Institute College of Art and an MA, from
The University of Mississippi. She is a painter & a photographer, and Co
founder of
Deep South Arts Collective. Visit her website at
http://www.amycevans.com

Born on Staten Island in 1946, Fred Ferraris' poems have been published in
magazines and newspapers, as well as a chapbook, Marpa Point (Blackberry,
1976), a full-length book, Older Than Rain: Early & Recent Poems (Selva
Editions, 1997) and an anthology, Prayers for a Thousand Years
(HarperSanFrancisco, 1999). His full-length manuscript, Loose Canons was a
finalist in the 2003 National Poetry Series. He lives in Lyons, CO.
Katherine Rhodes Fields was born in Jackson, MS, raised in Clinton, MS,
and currently resides in Oxford, MS. She has a BA cum
from The
University of the South, Sewanee, TN, Environmental
studies, The
Glasgow School of Art, Glasgow, Scotland, and is an MFA
with
emphasis in Printmaking at The University of Mississippi. She teaches
printmaking and photography at The University of Mississippi. She is the
recipient of the Graduate School Achievement Award for MFA at The
University of Mississippi in 2004.
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Formerly a lawyer, hospice director and massage therapist, Maria Fire lives
in Asheville, NC with her husband of 30 years. Her poetry has appeared or is
in Poet Lore, M
ain Street Rag, Western Northsight
Carol
ina Woman, but
ming north
watched
attracted
dramatically
The Raleigh
News & Observer and others.
that
mocki

Indian

Fort
Bowling
Mark Jenkins recently completed his MFA at
Green State
University. His poetry has appeared in Faultline, G W Review, Sycamore
Review, and is forthcoming in Chaffin Journal.
Duncan Kemp is an MFA candidate at Louisiana State University. He lives in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana with Scout, his Australian Shepherd. Duncan is
currently writing his first novel, “Lubbers”, which he hopes to complete
some time before the imminent demise of his bachelorhood.

Michael Martone was born in
Wayne,
and grew up there on
the city’s
side in a new development called North Highlands. The
subdivision’s appellation was more or less accurate. Upon the relative flat
river bottomland on which the city grew, its northern edge did encompass a
slight rise in elevation, a matter of a couple of dozen feet. This was enough
of a difference to make North Highlands attractive to the builders of the
city’s television stations who situated their studios and broadcast towers in
neighborhood. Fort Wayne was the last metropolitan market in the
county to join the television networks, constructing the affiliates of NBC,
CBS, and ABC late in 1959. Martone remembers being taken as a child out
State Boulevard to the field where WKJG, the NBC property, was mounting
its tower. The building of the first and tallest of the towers
huge
crowds of people who
for hours as the tubular lattice pieces were
raised up and bolted into place. As Fort Wayne’s citizens had nothing to
watch yet on their new televisions, they went out to watch from a nearby
safe distance, the progress toward the day staying home would be interesting.
Martone was present and remembers the famous stunt the high ironworkers
pulled on the gawkers below. He saw what appeared to be a body tumble
from the top of the almost completed tower and plummet
to the
ground. The crowd was in shock and pressed toward the
of the accident
only to discover the disfigured remains of a mannequin being mourned by a
ng ground attempt
crew. Whenwhite
the station at last went on the air it broadcast
blinking
film of the diving body several times a day to fill the slots reserved for
commercials not yet sold. Martone watched the body, a fuzzy shadow,
cartwheel through the
sky. It looked as if the tumbling body made
attempt after
to grab a rung on the power paralleling its line of
descent. People were filmed running to the point of impact. These were the
first images he saw televised. Martone grew up in the shadows of the
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towers, their guy wires arriving from above to be anchored into huge blocks
of concrete parked in his neighbors’ back yards. Martone made his first
appearance on a TV a few years later. Having entered and won a contest on
autumn, writing an essay extolling the virtues of apples (Johnny Appleseed is
buried in Fort Wayne), Martone appeared with the winners from other age
groups on a locally produced show airing near Halloween. was then he
discovered the technical methods used to tell stories on television. He was
filmed with the other children trick-or-treating at a house near the station.
Pretend you are trick-or-treating, they were told by Wayne R hkeb, the
show’s host and the station’s farm reporter. The lady, who opened the door,
invited them all inside where they had cookies. Later, when Martone watched
himself on TV, he saw the group approaching the house, and when they
disappeared through the door, they appeared again in a kitchen and living
room built inside the studio. Martone had been filmed there a few days
before the trick-or-treating he remembered. He read his essay, listened to the
other children read their essays, and then they all bobbed for apples beneath
blazing studio lights. He had wondered why they were
to wear costumes
there, and now he understood. On the show the studio was the inside of the
house they were going into even though the inside of the house they did go
into was very different. It had been very dark and no one read his or her
essays there. Growing up near the television towers meant
Martone often
took part in their productions
as a member of the studio audiences of
the children’s after school cartoon shows. There was a Bozo franchise he
went to several times and the clown looked so different in color. Engineer
John of the Engineer John Show came into your home each afternoon
piloting a big steam locomotive, hauling a cargo of old
Tunes and
toys. Engineer John was John Seymour, an actual engineer at the station who
had been pressed into service when
needed someone to introduce the
cartoons. One whole year, Martone collected bottle caps from Pepsi bottles
for a television show. The caps were to be the currency used in an on air
auction another station produced. Hundreds of children crowded into the
studio with their bags of bottle caps to bid on merchandise provided by area
merchants. The local bottles sponsored the show, making the scavenging of
their bottle caps a lucrative incentive to the marketing of their bottles.
Martone felt fortunate that his grandfather was a loyal consumer of the
product, drinking the cola
a few salted peanuts dropped in the bottom
of the bottle. The
station where he worked had a dispensing machine
as well and Martone retrieved the caps from it. In the end Martone had
barely enough caps to even make an opening bid. Other children came to the
studio wheeling garbage cans and cardboard dish barrels filled
the caps.
Martone sat there silent, picking the cork lining out of the cap
his
fingernail, while the bidding bounced around the studio. And a few months
later, Martone was in the studio audience of another children’s show showing
cartoons. He got to sit behind cardboard cutouts of Quick Draw McGraw.
All were given school bells to ring when
recognized the character the
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host, a man dressed as Quick Draw McGraw, was drawing. To Martone it
looked like a duck. So he
the bell and guessed it was Donald Duck. It
wasn’t Donald Duck so he rang again and asked if it was Daffy Duck. The
host continued to draw. It wasn’t Daffy Duck either. The host continued to
draw
that looked like a duck. Martone could
think of any
other duck characters except the relatives of Donald Duck so he tried all of
them. Huey, Dewey, Louie, etc. Martone rang the school bell for each, and
every time he was told he was incorrect. In the end the character the host
was drawing was Pogo. A duck, Martone thought, he had never seen before.
Martone was very disappointed he hadn’t guessed
but that was also
the show where he saw the first Yogi Bear cartoon ever broadcast. He
it on the television in the television studio. Martone has been on
television many times since those times in his childhood. When he is in Fort
Wayne he sometimes talks a few minutes with Dick Florea who does a public
service spot at noon. Martone tells Florea about his current book, they are
always set in Fort Wayne. And now when he talks with his mother by phone
she often says, “You were on TV again.” She has seen
son on the public
access channel, a tape of a reading he did at the Fort Wayne campus of
Indiana University/Purdue University. Martoen has found they run the tape
often. He likes thinking that his tiny televised
is so constantly
projected into the homes of his hometown. He also likes to think about
those various broadcast images of himself, here ringing a bell or here
for apples, radiating outward from the planet since pretty near the inception
of such radiation, a kind of immortality, he guesses. Martone remembers the
lights of that
on the campus and the lights of the other times he has
been in front of a camera and how the lights that made it possible for him to
be seen also made it impossible to see.

Kelly Matthews lives and teaches in Brooklyn.

Mithcell Metz graduated from Brown University, where he played football
and wrote bad poetry. The football earned him All-Ivy recognition. The bad
poetry, meanwhile, earned him the amorous attentions of female
undergraduates with poor taste. Now he’s bald his degree
and
football just a morning ache in his shoulder. But his writing is getting better.
But his writing is getting better. His work has appeared widely, including
such venues as Southern Poetry Review, Potpourri, Poet Lore, and the
Underwood Review.
Taylor Polk is an instructor of English at Hinds Community College. He received
his M.A. in English from Mississippi State University. He has published poems in The
Southern Humanities Review and Yemassee. He lives in Ridgeland, Mississippi.
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Anis Shivani’s completed collection, Treasonous Times, from which the
poems in this issue appear, seeks a publisher. Other poems from the
collection are
or have appeared recently in the Iowa Review, the
Times Literary Supplement, MARGIE, Barrow Street, LUNA, Good Foot,
Borderlands: The Texas Poetry Review, Xconnect, Birmingham Poetry Review,
Xavier Review, California Quarterly, Rosebud, Plainsongs, and other journals.
Some of these poems have been finalists in the 2004 Crab Orchard Review
Richard Peterson Prize, the Hunger Mountain Ruth Stone Poetry Prize, the
St. Louis Poetry Center Prize, and the Writers at Work poetry fellowship
competition.
Marin Sorescu (1936-1996), Romania’s Nobel Prize nominee the year of his
untimely death, was his country’s most widely celebrated and frequently
translated contemporary writer.
Bridge, poems written over the last
weeks of the poet’s life, came
from Bloodaxe Books in the U.K. in early
2004, translated by Adam J. Sorkin and Lidia Vianu, an inspired
collaboration” according to Alan Brownjohn in TLS, who spoke of the book
as “an almost unbearably poignant set of variations on the theme of suffering,
resistance and uncertainty.”

Adam J. Sorkin’s recent books include Marin Sorescu’s
Bridge
from Bloodaxe and Sorescu’s The Past Perfect of Flight, from the Romanian
Cultural Institute Publishing House in Bucharest, and also Lunacies by
Ruxandra Cesereanu (NY: Spuyten Duyvil / Meeting Eyes Bindery). Daniela
Crasnaru’s The Grand Prize and Other Stories is appearing from
Northwestern.
Lidia Vianu is a Professor of English at the University of Bucharest.
She has been Fulbright lecturer at U-Cal Berkeley and SUNY Binghamton.
Vianu’s most recent book of literary criticism is British Desperadoes at the
Turn of the Millennium (1999), and she has published three poetry
collections, most recently Very (2001).
Alex Taylor currently lives in Rosine, Kentucky. He received his B.A. in
English from Western Kentucky University in 2004. In 2003, he was selected
as
of the Allegheny Review Fiction Award. Fishing and country music
are hobbies of his, as they are for most sensible people.

David L. Tickel lives in Morrisville, PA.
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Ryan Wagner was born in Memphis, TN, and currently Resides in Oxford,
MS. He is a BFA student at The University of Mississippi, Printmaking and
Graphic Design emphasis.
Brad Watson has published two books, Last Days of the Dog-Men and The
Heaven of Mercury, both from W.W. Norton. He lives on the Alabama Gulf
Coast and is currently Grisham Writer-in-Residence at The University of
Mississippi.
Allen Wier is the
of three novels and a collection of stories. A new
novel, Cloud of Witnesses, is forthcoming from SMU Press in January, 2006.
He has received fellowships from the Guggenheim Foundation, the NEA,
and the Texas Institute of Letters. A member of the Fellowship of
Writers, Wier teaches at the University of Tennessee.
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